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time at the wedding ceremony.
All these styles, as well as those for young
married women and also most of the special ar-
rangements used by courtesans, have one essential
principle. The variation occurs in the central,
top part of the headdress, explained the kamiyuisan.
"I divide the hair into five main sections
which are turned into one front puff, two side puffs
with a forward tiit, a long, sloping, back loop and
the fancy top knot/' said the woman, as she pointed
out the special shimadn style used for brides and
called hanajGme, or flower-wife. The top knot of
this headdress was especially elaborate and the hair
was decorated with tortoise shell pins and combs
for, according to tradition, such tortoise shell
ornaments stand for obedience. The shimadi
style itself seems to have been originated in the
seventeenth century by a dancing girl who lived
at Shimada, one of the "fifty-three post-towns" of
the Tokaido highway.
Then my eye was caught by another very fami-
liar style, that of the young married woman. The
top piece of this edifice swung its great loop into
space, swirling upward and back and gave a wind-
blown effect as far as the topknot was concerned,
like shy violets under a stone, the decorations
were discreetly placed under the shadow of the